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Staff Report 

 

October 16, 2019 

 

Agenda Item No. 9.a. 

 

Interview Alternate Public Member Finalists  

and Appoint Alternate Public Member 

 

 

Government Code § 56326(f) of the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization 

Act of 2000 (the “Act”) requires LAFCO to have a public member appointed by the Commission 

and permits the Commission to appoint an alternate public member.  The Alternate Public Member 

may serve and vote in place of the regular Public Member when that member is absent or 

disqualifies himself/herself from participating in a Commission meeting.   

 

The Alternate Public Member position on the Commission became vacant in January of 2019.  

Since that time, the Commission conducted an exhaustive outreach and public awareness 

program; as a result, twenty-eight (28) individuals filed applications for this position.  An Ad 

Hoc Committee (composed of Chair Jerry Gladbach, Commissioner Kathryn Barger, and 

Commissioner Judy Mitchell) convened to review all applications, and the Committee identified 

six (6) finalists. 

 

After consultation with the Commission, staff scheduled today’s interviews, and confirmed that 

all finalists are available. 

 

On Monday, September 16th, Los Angeles County Supervisor Kathryn Barger appointed one of 

the finalists (Jeff Ford) to serve on the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Water 

Agency (SCVWA).  Pursuant to Government Code § 56331, “[n]o person appointed as a public 

member or alternate public member pursuant to this chapter shall be an officer or employee of 

the county or any city or district with territory in the county . . .”  Upon assuming office to the 

SCVWA Board of Directors, Mr. Ford will become ineligible to serve as the Alternate Public 

Member on the Commission.  Mr. Ford has withdrawn his application to serve as the Alternate 

Public Member on the Commission. 

 

Recommended Action: 

 

Staff recommends that the Commission: 

 

1. Interview the five (5) finalists for the Alternate Public Member vacancy; and 

2. Deliberate and vote to appoint a new Alternate Public Member.  



Staff Report  

 

October 16, 2019 

 

Agenda Item No. 9.b. 

 

 

Potential Cancellation of the 

December 11, 2019 Meeting 

 

 

 

For seven of the past eight years, the Commission has canceled its regular meeting in December 

due to the winter holidays.  The Commission retained the December 2018 meeting due to a busy 

schedule associated with two proposals (Dissolution No. 2018-09 of the Sativa County Water 

District and Annexation No. 2014-04 to the City of Calabasas). 

 

Staff has reviewed its workload, and it has determined that existing proposals can be considered 

in a timely manner at either the November 13, 2019 meeting or the January 8, 2020 meeting.  

Staff therefore recommends canceling the December 11, 2019 meeting. 

 

 

Recommended Action: 

 

1. Cancel the December 11, 2019 Commission Meeting; and 

 

2. Direct the Executive Officer to send notice via the LAFCO e-mail alert notification 

system and post notice on the LAFCO website. 



 

 

Staff Report  

 

October 16, 2019 

 

Agenda Item No. 10.a. 

 

Legislative Update 

 

Given that the 2019 Legislature concluded its 2019 session on Friday, September 13, 2019, this version 

of the Legislative Update addresses all bills staff tracked this calendar year.  These bills include: 

 

Bills Signed into Law: 

 

• AB 1822 (Omnibus Bill):  Signed by Governor Newson on June 26, 2019, and takes effect 

on January 1, 2020. 

 

Commission Position:  SUPPORT (April 10th Meeting) 

 

• SB 99 (Nielsen):  Changes to the Williamson Act (there is no land in Los Angeles County 

under a Williamson Act contract.  Signed by Governor Newson on August 30, 2019, and 

takes effect on January 1, 2020. 

 

• SB 646 (Morrell):  All provisions involving LAFCOs were removed from the bill.  Signed 

by Governor Newson on July 10, 2019, and takes effect on January 1, 2020. 

 

 

Bills Approved by the Legislature and Awaiting Action by the Governor: 

 

• AB 600 (Chu):  This bill makes several clarifications to existing law concerning 

Disadvantaged Unincorporated Communities (“DUCs”).  After consideration of objections 

from CALAFCO and several LAFCOs, this bill was amended to remove all specific policy 

concerns from CALAFCO and several LAFCOs.  Concerns remains about the lack of a 

holistic approach to address service delivery issues to DUCs.  The final legislative approval 

was in the Senate on September 12, 2019. 

 

Commission Position:  OPPOSE (May 8th Meeting) 

 

 

Bills Which Became Two-Year Bills: 

 

• AB 1253 (Rivas, Robert):  The “CALAFCO funding bill” did not make it through the 

Assembly Appropriations Committee. 

 

Commission Position:  SUPPORT (March 25th Meeting) 

 

• AB 1389 (Eggman):  This bill; which would require that a special district mitigate any loss 

of property taxes, franchise fees, and other revenues to any other affected local agency in 

the course of a proposed annexation; did not make it through the Assembly Local 

Government Committee. 
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Bills Which Became Two-Year Bills (continued): 

 

• AB 818 (Cooley):  This bill, which would restore the Vehicle License Fee (“VLF”) 

increase for the first five years of a newly-incorporated city, did not make it through the 

Assembly Local Government Committee. 

 

Commission Position:  SUPPORT (March 25th Meeting) 

 

• AB 213 (Reyes):  This bill, which would reinstate the Vehicle License Fee (“VLF”) for city 

annexations of inhabited territory, did not make it through the Senate Appropriations 

Committee. 

 

Commission Position:  SUPPORT (March 13th Meeting) 

 

• SB 414 (Caballero):  This bill, sponsored by the Eastern Municipal Water District and the 

California Municipal Utilities Association, would allow the State Water Resources Control 

Board (SWRCB) to require the dissolution of water systems (public, mutual, and private).  

Due to concerns from CALAFCO and several LAFCOs, the bill was amended to require the 

SWRCB to apply to LAFCO to consider the proposed dissolution.  The bill did not make it 

through the Assembly Appropriations Committee. 

 

 

Staff Recommendation: 

 

1. Receive and file the Legislative Update.  

 

 









 

 

Executive Officer Report  

 

October 16, 2019 

 

Agenda Item No. 13.a. 

 

 

 

The Executive Officer hereby reports the following: 

 

• Commissioner Lori Brogin-Falley:  At its September 17, 2019 Meeting, and pursuant to a 

motion by Supervisor Kathryn Barger, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors re-

appointed Lori Brogin-Falley as the Alternate Member for the San Fernando Valley. 

 

• Municipal Service Review (MSR)/Sphere of Influence (SOI) Updates:  Contracts have 

been executed with the three separate consultants preparing Draft MSR/SOI Updates (for 

the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency; the Cities of La Mirada and Whittier; and the Cities 

of Agoura Hills, Calabasas, Hidden Hills, and Westlake Village), and work has 

commenced.  As of the writing of this report, staff anticipates issuing the Request for 

Proposals (RFP) for the MSR/SOI Update for the Consolidated Fire Protection District 

(CFPD) in early to mid- October. 

 

• Meeting with State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Staff:  On September 

19, 2019, staff met with counterparts in the SWRCB’s Southern California Office to discuss 

issues of mutual concern, with a particular focus on smaller private and mutual water 

agencies. 

 

• Protest Provisions Rewrite Working Group:  Executive Officer Paul Novak attended the 

second in-person meeting of the Protest Provisions Rewrite Working Group in Sacramento 

on Monday, October 7, 2019.  Composed of appointees of the California Association of 

Local Agency Formation Commissions (CALAFCO), the California Special District 

Association (CSDA), the League of California Cities, and the County Supervisors 

Association of California (CSAC), this group is working to revise the protest provisions in 

the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000.  

 

 

Staff Recommendation: 

 

1. Receive and file the Executive Officer Report. 

 


